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1. Executive Summary 

There’s a secret world right in the middle of Brislington: 

Wedged unassumingly between densely crowded 

streets, the Brislington Brook corridor is a lush, green, 

wooded valley, hidden away from the hustle and bustle 

of city life. It feels like a lost and forgotten land but is 

brimming with discoveries to be made.  

In 2011, The Brislington Community Partnership received 

3 years of funding from the Heritage Lottery and Bristol 

City Council for an exciting new community project, 

Discover Brislington Brook, which aimed to bring the 

river to life and enable people to discover its history and wildlife through fun activities, 

walks, talks and events. Since then we have been awarded over £100K to improve the area 

and continue to celebrate our local natural and cultural heritage. 

Throughout the project we have helped hundreds of people reconnect to the wildlife and 

history on their doorsteps and with other people in their community.  We have created over 

900 volunteering opportunities, worked closely with 6 local schools and put on over 150 

events: Inspiring a whole generation of Brislington folk to get out there and enjoy the 

wealth of green space our local area has to offer! 

The legacy of the project is apparent not only in the beautiful new entrances and trail 

designed by local school children; the fascinating oral histories and excellent teacher’s 

resource pack; but also in the people taking on the mantle of guardianship for the brook – 

the Friends of Brislington Brook. 

This report gives a rounded summary of everything the project has hoped for, achieved and 

learned over the last 3, action-packed, years. Enjoy… 

Rowan Matthiessen -  Project Coordinator
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2. What we wanted to happen 
2.1 What were the aims of our project? 

 To increase awareness and learning about the brook through people’s memories, its 
history and traditions. 

 To develop knowledge and skills about the river’s natural environment such as its 
geography, habitats and wildlife. 

 To conserve and improve the river corridor for current and future generations. 

 To promote engagement and participation in the brook amongst the local 

community. 

 

2.2 Why did we want to do the project in the first place? 

The Brislington Brook corridor is a stretch of river which runs through several often-
overlooked parts of Bristol; Whitchurch, Stockwood, Brislington and St Anne’s. Brislington 
and St Anne’s particularly sit in a bend of the river Avon, sandwiched between it and the 
busy Bath road. Often the only thing people from outside the area see or hear is the ugly 
trading estate and retail park on the way out of Bristol towards Keynsham. 
 
Background research suggested that the local opinion of the Brislington Brook – though 
loved for its value to wildlife, domestic animals and humans – was that it was unloved and in 
need of care.  Brislington East was the second worst ward for dissatisfaction about the 
quality of the local river according to Bristol City Council’s  2005-2009 Quality of Life Survey. 
The local Parks and Green Spaces Strategy consultation identified the need to make the 
spaces more accessible, increase awareness and enforcement  around water 
quality/pollution, remove junk in the river bed, clear invasive plants, have more 
interpretation materials, as well as art and nature trails to connect the river up making it 
one long green corridor. 
 
As a result of our open ended community consultation in 2010, it was clear that a 
community project to address these issues - encouraging greater community cohesion; 
involvement and understanding of the importance of the cultural and natural history of the 
brook - was a very popular idea, backed by local people and organisations alike. 
 
 
2.3 What we planned to do & what difference we expected it to make? 

 The project was divided into 6 areas that were thought to address all the issues raised at 

consultation fulfilling the aims of the project. These areas were as follows: 

 Young Explorers - focusing mainly on working with Brislington Enterprise College 

(BEC) to integrate outdoor learning into their curriculum for Science, Geography and 

Art as well as doing several transition projects using photography, stories, poetry etc 

with primary children, the local community and parents, as well as with children 

suffering from learning difficulties at BEC. 
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 Wildlife Watch - aiming over the course of the 3 year project to raise awareness and 

interest in the wildlife value of the Brook corridor through wildlife events, walks and 

talks, wildlife surveys and setting up a wildlife group to continue the work at the end 

of the project.   

 Pilgrims Way - working with the local community and Show of Strength a local 

theatre company to get funding to put on a pageant and fayre recreating and 

celebrating St Anne’s Feast day and the pilgrimage to St Anne’s Well. 

 Watery Tales – working in partnership with the charity Alive, focussing on people 

local to the stream collecting memories and stories about the brook in living history 

and putting them together into an exhibition.  Teaching local people to use the Know 

Your Place website to upload info, pictures and audio themselves. 

 The Brook Trail - working with the community to design 10 brass rubbing plaques to 

go along the stream and provide interpretation around why the area is so special. 

 Streamclean concentrating on organising a number of community days to clear up 

rubbish and pull out invasive weeds to generally improve the quality of the green 

space and river corridor 

 

2.4 What was the “story of change” behind the project? 

We wanted this secret hidden corridor to undergo a transformation where the brook not 

only physically looked and felt much better but was a cleaner, more bio diverse, with more 

local people participated in improving, maintaining and celebrating it. We wanted to inspire 

a whole generation of children and their parents through fun, educative projects and events 

to understand the importance of their local area and to cherish and look after it. 

As well as this we wanted to encourage greater community cohesion between the different 

wide spectrum of people who use the brook and surrounding green spaces. Brislington as a 

ward isn’t considered as an area of high deprivation, however, St Anne’s park, an area to the 

East of the brook is an area of social housing, experiencing both high employment and 

income deprivation with over 50% of children growing up in income deprived households. 

We hoped that throughout the course of the project this community in particular would be 

more engaged in caring for their local area with less fly –tipping etc. 
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3. What actually happened? 

3.1 Young Explorers  

 

With lottery approval, this element of the project had to take a change of tack as Brislington 

Enterprise College pulled out as a project partner. Instead of working at secondary level the 

project built up good working relations with local primary schools including St Anne’s Park 

Primary (now known as the Kingfisher School), St Anne’s Junior School, Broomhill Junior 

School, Summerhill Academy, Waycroft Academy and West Town Lane Academy. We 

worked with each school to facilitate more lessons outside of the classroom using the 

natural and cultural heritage of the brook to develop sessions which wove Science, Art, 

History and Literacy together in creative ways. Many of these lessons formed the basis of 

the Teaching Resource Pack funded by a second Heritage Lottery grant received in August 

2013.  

 

 

 

 

“ Projects [like Discover Brislington Brook] that focus really specifically 

on a small locality are great because children can’t particularly grasp a 

city all in one go…So many of the children have talked about it 

since…Getting involved in the project has given them a fresh look at 

what they could do and what they can achieve.”  

Tom Hutchings – Deputy Head Broomhill Junior School 2013  
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We also worked with local schools to design new entrances for St Anne’s Wood and 

Nightingale Valley (Kingfisher School and St Anne’s Junior School) which have been made 

and installed by artist Blacksmith Paul Gulati; and to design images for the metal rubbing 

trail (St Anne’s Junior School) which has been made is being installed at the end of the 

summer.  

As well as school workshops we put on a number of events aimed at children and their 

parents which were generally very well attended and enjoyed. These included large family 

orientated wildlife events organised in Oct 2011, July 2012 and May 2013/14 where children 

participated in wildlife surveys, stream dipping, bug-hunting and wildlife-craft activities. It 

was evident from these workshops and the recent school building projects in the area that 

there has been an influx of young families to the Brislington/St Anne’s area and there is a 

great appetite for family focussed events which combine fun activities and outdoor learning. 

In total we organised nearly 60 events aimed at young people with a total attendance of 

3634 people - See Appendix 4 for more details on events organised, attendance numbers 

and volunteer hours.  
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3.2 Wildlife Watch  

This area of the project has been very successful meeting most of the objectives set out in 

the original project plan and in some cases far exceeding them. We organised regular 

wildlife activities including bird walks, bat walks, owl prowls, foraging events, stream-

dipping/invertebrate sampling activities, bug hunts, an otter spotting training session, a 

fungi foray and a moth night. In total over the course of the project we put on or 

participated in 100 wildlife-related events with a total attendance of 3754 visitors. (See 

Appendix 4).  

 

In addition to wildlife events we commissioned a biodiversity survey of the Brislington Brook 

corridor and bought and installed a wildlife camera trap to monitor activity along the brook. 

Key findings from the Brislington brook biodiversity survey and other wildlife surveys 

completed between 2011 and 2014 can be summarised as follows:  

- Otters - activity recorded on the brook in 2013 and 2014 

- Invertebrates present in the brook include: cadis fly larvae, dragonfly and damselfly 

nymph, may fly larvae, stonefly nymph, freshwater shrimp, freshwater hoglouse, 

leeches, fresh water snails and flatworms. 

- Vertebrates recorded in the brook include: common frogs (and their tadpoles) and 

Sticlebacks and Stone Loach (fish). 

- Birds – significant species include Grey Wagtail, Kingfisher, Tawny Owl and Sparrow 

Hawk. 

- Bats –  

- Moths – found in Nightingale Valley include: Light Brown Apple Moth, Bee Moth, 

Small Magpie, Flame Carpet, Silver-ground Carpet, Broken-barred Carpet, Common 

Marbled Carpet, Green Carpet, Common Pug, Mottled Pug, Brimstone Moth, Waved 

Umber, Small Fan-foot, Middle-barred Minor, Heart & Dart, Shuttle-shaped Dart and 

Flame Shoulder moth. 

- Beetles – of particular interest is the Black-headed Cardinal Beetle which is a 

nationally notable species 
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In 2013 a wildlife community group was formed as part of Discover Brislington Brook called 

Friends of Brislington Brook (FOBB). They have been very active in helping to organise and 

publicise events. They comprise of a core group of around 10 active volunteers with a wider 

mailing list of around 40 people who occasionally turn up to events. They have taken on 

roles from practical conservation to PR and publicity to managing the Facebook page and 

website. They have begun work on a conservation management plan for the Brislington 

Brook and it is hoped that they will continue to go from strength to strength after the 

project finishes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3 Pilgrims Way  

The Pilgrim’s Way has been a highlight of the project! In 2012 we worked with local theatre 

company Show of Strength to put on a whole series of events around the medieval 

pilgrimage which happened in St Anne’s.  This resulted in a pageant procession from the 

Pilgrim Inn in Brislington Village to the Holy Well in St Anne’s woods with snippets of stories 

written by local people and read by actors in period costume along the way. 

“I was impressed with the enthusiasm of the people that attended the 

wildlife events.  It was good to see families and younger people, as 

wildlife events often seem to be more attractive to older members of 

the community.  Projects like this are of huge benefit to the community 

where often people don't have the confidence to explore wild places 

without someone to guide and encourage them.  When I did the otter 

survey training I was made very welcome, everyone I spoke to was 

friendly and engaged, and it was wonderful to be able to find otter 

spraint.” 

Gill Brown – Somerset Otter Group 2014  
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The project successfully attracted 75 people to the performance but had less success 

attracting people to the workshops and events in the run up to the final event. Show of 

Strength was very professional but it was felt they didn’t have quite the right approach for 

working with the community. The writing and costume making workshops were aimed 

solely at adults and it became clear that there was a need for activities in the area engaging 

children and Families. 

 

With this in mind the project officer applied for and was granted £1,750 external funding to 

put the pageant on again in 2013 - this time running pre-event workshops for local families 

and schools in storytelling and making as well as costume and procession puppet making! 

These were well attended events and the end result was a colourful and exciting pageant 

procession with locally grown stories told along the route. The volunteer group FOBB used it 

as an exercise to flex their event organising muscles and got heavily involved, putting on a 

small celebration at the end of the route with a BBQ, unamplified music and a few games. 

120 people attended the event in total although this is an estimated figure and could have 

been more as people were coming and going throughout the afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

“The St Anne's Pageant was a wonderful event which brought together 

many different people from the local community. It also raised the 

profile of the St Anne's Woods, and the benefits of having such a lovely 

area on our doorstep.”  

Paul Meagre – Local resident 2014  
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In 2013/14 we again applied for external funding and were awarded £2,800 from Bristol City 

Council’s Creative Seed fund and £9,500 from the Heritage Lottery (a proportion of which 

was destined to be spent on creative workshops, the pageant and the community 

celebration. With local drama practitioner Hanna Lune and story teller Kat Quatermass we 

ran a 10 week drama/storytelling club for children aged 6-11 where we developed through 

research and improvisation a play based on Queen Elizabeth of York’s pilgrimage to St 

Anne’s in 1502. We also ran an extremely well attended animation workshop and 

community costume and flag making workshops. A local committee was set up to organise a 

community led celebration/festival in ST Anne’s woods with food, live amplified folk music, 

games, and relaxation area. The day was a huge success with over 300 visitors from the local 

area many of whom signed up to help organise the pageant in 2015. 

In total we organised 67 events related to pilgrimage/ medieval Brislington/ Archaeology 

with 1624 total visitors/participants.  
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3.4 Watery Tales 

After an initial setback of project partner Alive! Pulling out, this side of the project saw some 

great results. We worked with a group of dedicated volunteers who were trained in how to 

use sound recording equipment, oral history good practice and interview techniques. We 

put on a community memories day and visited various local groups including 2 elderly 

people’s lunch clubs, an over 50’s club, an elderly care home, the local Women’s Institute 

and Brislington ladies Association. In total we interviewed 12 people with a range of ages 

and connections to the Brook; and talked to many more who didn’t wish to go on record. 

All of these edited interviews are available to listen to on the website 

www.discoverbrislingtonbrook.wordpress.com as well as some of the photos taken at the 

memories event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This area of the project was a slow burner and has taken 

the whole 3 years to complete. As such it has proved 

difficult to retain volunteer interest throughout. We 

initially trained 14 volunteers only 6 of whom became 

dedicated volunteers and only 2 of it made it through to 

the end of the project to witness the editing phase.  In 

total we ran 13 oral history related events with a total 

attendance figure of 152 people. 

“I was delighted to participate in the 'watery tales' 

project. Having grown up in Bristol it was a treat to 

visit a hidden gem that I had no idea existed - and 

have visited the area a few times since this 

discovery. The experience of meeting locals and 

recording their memoirs was great too. I got to 

know one individual, Bill Busvine, as the recording 

was taken over a few sessions. It was lovely to see 

him unfolding as he recounted his youth - he is now 

a pensioner and a lot less mobile. The whole project 

has allowed people to meet and collectively enjoy 

activities around places that may have otherwise 

remained buried. Thank you Rowan for pulling out 

the hidden treasures! Projects like this are 

invaluable.”  

Francesca Ward – volunteer 2012-2014  

 

http://www.discoverbrislingtonbrook.wordpress.com/
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“As a parent from St.Anne's Junior School I was excited to hear about 

an art project that would result in several decorative entrances around 

our local St.Anne's Woods, this was a great hit with the children and it 

was a delight to see their sketches at the end of the day…Rowan 

engaged the children throughout the workshops and it was a pleasure 

being part of this…These projects couldn't have come at a better time. 

As the school was put into 'special measures' I do feel that maths and 

literacy have been continuously targeted and the joy of the Arts has 

been forgotten!”  

Wendy Calder– Local parent 2014  

3.5 The Brook Trail  

The Brook Trail was one area of the project which had considerable developments. It was 

clear through community consultation done prior to the DBB for Bristol City Council’s Parks 

and Green Spaces Strategy, as well as consultation done by DBB (see Appendix 3), that local 

people wanted to see improved paths, entrances, access and signage along the Brislington 

Brook. 

73% of people questioned for the project felt that path some sort of improvement needed 

to happen to the paths/entrances/signage, and only 27% felt no improvement was 

necessary.  

The following wordle shows how local people asked about the space would like to see it 

improved – the size of each word is related to how many people mentioned it. 

 

The DBB project officer worked with the Bristol City Council Projects team to raise over 

£100K to improve the pathways, entrances, access and signage to the brook. Money was 

awarded by the Neighbourhood Active Travel Fund (managed by Sustrans) and Section 106 

money from the Neighbourhood Partnership. We worked with local schools to design new 

entrances which were fabricated by a local blacksmith. 
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We also secured additional funding enhancing that already given by HLF to work with local 

artists Ruth Coleman and Steve Joyce on the metal rubbing trail. With input from the local 

community and designs by local school children they created 9 unique plaques which are 

being installed along the brook corridor this summer. Ruth has also created a leaflet to 

advertise the trails and give information about the project as well as how to report any 

pollution incidents or fly-tipping in the area. 

Ruth also worked with the project to design a heritage teaching resource for local schools – 

the Brook trail is a key element to getting teache4rs and pupils out of the classroom as it is 

educational but requires very little planning on behalf of the teachers. 

 

3.6 Streamclean  

Over the course of the 3 year DBB project we have organised over 70 Streamclean related 

events. This has included 7 community clear-ups of the brook, 8 Himalayan Balsam pulling 

events, 7 corporate volunteer days as well as numerous community volunteer sessions, talks 

and walks.  

One of the most popular walks was to the Source of the Brislington Brook a 6 mile round trip 

attended by 19 local residents ranging in age from 4 to 70! People were fascinated to see all 

the different areas the brook ran through and it really highlighted to the community a need 

for joined up thinking when looking at the management of the river. Most of the members 

of the Friends of Brislington Brook live where the river runs through 2 beautiful pieces of 

woodland – St Anne’s Wood and Nightingale Valley, which, although they do have problems 

with fly-tipping and pollution, are by no means the worst affected areas. several sections of 



15 
 

“I first started going into St Annes Woods and Nightingale Valley in the 

early 1950s as a child. I continued dog walking through this area during 

my adult life and can honestly say that it has never been better than it 

is now. Thank you all for your hard work!”  

Local resident - 2014  

the river look like a concrete drainage ditch and in these areas it is definitely less respected 

as was evident by large amounts of fly-tipped waste. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the challenges not fully met by the project is the fact that the river runs through so 

many different communities over a large area from Whitchurch to St Anne’s. Despite the 

aim to work with all of these communities, it was very challenging to engage people a) in 

areas where the brook has little aesthetic value and b) over such a wide geographical area. 

Despite this some advances have been made by creating informal links between FOBB and 

Friends of Stockwood Open Space with talk about improving the river path around Saltwell 

Viaduct to create a continuous green-way all the way along the river. As well as this there is 

a burgeoning interest in the Friends of Brislington Brook amongst residents who live further 

upstream (most of whom found out about us as a colourful if slightly mad bunch of 

medieval pilgrims walking past their doors on St Anne’s day! 
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“One of Discover Brislington Brook’s most important achievements has 
been to set up the ‘Friends of Brislington Brook’ group. This has 
provided me with a chance to get involved in a new community project 
which has brought together a group of people who will spend the 
future caring for, protecting and enhancing this beautiful piece of 
brook and woodland. 
 

Together we have learned new skills, including woodland management 
and planning, water quality, health and safety risk assessments.  We 
have been able to participate in bat and moth recognition evenings, 
and used physical skills to walk to the source of the brook, take part in 
Balsam removal.  All this should equip us with a legacy of knowledge of 
how to take this forward & ensure that the brook and its environs are 
looked after for future generations.”  

Claire Dowling - FOBB volunteer 2014  

3.7 Volunteers 

The Friends of Brislington Brook (FOBB) group have donated a large proportion of the 

volunteer hours given to the project but by no means all. Many people contacted Discover 

Brislington Brook (DBB) to volunteer their time through Green Volunteers Bristol and 

Volunteer Bristol which attracted over 25 volunteers to the project over the course of the 3 

years. We also had a group of 6 dedicated volunteers recording oral histories for the project, 

and numerous volunteer naturalists who helped us out at wildlife events throughout the 

course of the project.  

We worked in partnership with the Bristol Natural History consortium who organise the 

Bristol Festival of Nature and its outreach program who provided us with volunteers for 

many of events. We also worked with corporate volunteering groups from Lloyds Banking 

Group Plc, AXA insurance, HSBC and the Environment Agency. Finally we worked with many 

local parents who volunteered their time to help out at workshops for children in the 

Brislington Brook corridor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total the project created 982 separate volunteer opportunities and clocked 3560 

volunteer hours. Assuming that volunteers hours are worth the equivalent monetary value 

as a minimum wage job (which in the UK is £6.31/hr), the value of the volunteer time spent 

on the project can be translated into a monetary value of £22,463.60.  See Appendix 4 for 

more details. 
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3.8 Project management 

The project was managed on a day to day basis by project officer/coordinator Rowan 

Matthiessen. She in turn was answerable to a steering group made up of members of the 

Brislington Community Partnership (who held the funds and gave overall direction to the 

project on the ground), Young Bristol (who was the employer), and Bristol City Council (who 

offered managerial support, office space and IT/printing). 

The steering group met every 3 months to monitor progress, guide the project and give the 

project officer advice and support. The project officer was given scope to work in the way 

she saw fit; this enabled her to take on a lot of extra work which really enriched the overall 

project, and allowed her to deliver more outcomes. Overall this was a good approach; 

however, in retrospect the freedom given meant that she took on more work than could be 

accommodated within the time available, which caused some stress at times. 

Over the course of the 3 year project only 1 member of the steering group remains the 

same as at the beginning. Inevitably, the voluntary nature of the group coupled with 

changes in personal circumstances has resulted in a considerable amount of turnover. On 

top of this, the Brislington Community Partnership has suffered various set-backs including 

the death of their long-term chair David Waters shortly before the start of the project, and 

loss a key member and driver behind the DBB project – Steve Pearce – for personal reasons. 

This, although not insurmountable, has been challenging to say the least. 

Initially the project officer concentrated on working with the more deprived area of the local 

community – St Anne’s Park. It was an aspiration of the project to work with this community 

and create a greater sense of cohesion and ownership of space. After the first 12 months of 

the project it became evident that a single project officer employed 2.5 days a week trying 

to engage with a hard-to reach community wouldn’t be able to do this job alone – and doing 

so would have an highly adverse impact on the rest of the project.  

With this in mind we changed tack and started to work more with people in the area who 

proved to be easier to engage with. It was at this point that the Friends of Brislington Brook 

was formed. FOBB enabled us to work more effectively, shaping, organising and publicising 

events taking some of the strain off the project officer. 

Another setback to the project was that 2 key project partners Alive! and Brislington 

Enterprise College pulled out very near the beginning of the project. This was overcome by 

scaling down our ambitions for the Watery Tales and Young Explorers sub-projects and 

concentration our resources in primary schools who were more willing to work with the 

project and in training up volunteers to collect oral histories. The HLF agreed to us making 

these changes and the new plan of action worked extremely well. 
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3.9 Difference made by the project… 

The project has had an overwhelmingly positive impact on the physicality of the local 

area/brook, on the people that have participated and on the local community as a whole. A 

recent survey found the following to be true, see Appendix 1 for more info: 

 93% of people surveyed are more aware of the brook's history and traditions. 

 96% of people surveyed know more about the river's natural environment. 

 54% of people surveyed have developed practical conservation skills. 

 95% of people believe that the local community is more involved in looking 

after the brook. 

 45% of people asked had participated in a nature activity. 

 33% of people asked had participated in a history activity. 

 36% of people asked had participated in a community event. 

 Other activities people participated in included: oral history (10%), craft 

activity (19%), litter pick (25%), conservation volunteering (21%), walking 

(26%) and a school workshop (7%) 

 98% of people surveyed rated their experience of the activity they 

participated in as “Excellent” (81%) or “Good” (17%). 

 66% of people said they would not have done the activity (or something 

similar) had the Discover Brislington Brook project not existed. 

  94% of people asked said the DBB project had changed the way they view / 

use the Brislington brook corridor for the better. 

A total of 5038 separate “visits” occurred as a result of the Brislington brook project and 982 

new volunteering opportunities were created clocking up a total of 3560 volunteer hours 

and a monetary equivalent of £22,463.60. See Appendix 4 for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What did the Discover Brislington Brook Project do for me?... 
Well, there was the taking part in 3 St Anne’s Day Pageants/Festivals; 
there was bringing together 3 bright creative junior school age girls 
with 6 highly skilled elderly ladies to produce a magnificent pageant 
banner; there was a greater appreciation for my local brook, a 
realisation that the catchment was more richly bio diverse thank I had 
thought and needs keeping that way; there are the 6, minimum (!) new 
like-minded friends that I have made because of it and there was the 
opportunity to meet its brilliantly creative, deceptively well-organised 
project officer…Apart from that, not a lot.”  

Barry Gray - FOBB volunteer 2014  
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4. Review 

The project was a great success! Nearly everything we set out to achieve was achieved - and 

more. Lessons learned generally focus around processes rather than outputs. 

4.1 Why did the project work well? 

We learned a lot of lessons along the way and were able to be quite flexible with our project 

plan – making alterations which were agreed with the Lottery as we went. This meant that, 

although we didn’t do everything quite as we said we would in our project plan, we did fully 

meet the aims of the project and in some cases far surpassed our expectations. The project 

went well mainly due to the enthusiasm and commitment of local people both those who 

attended activities and those who got involved on a deeper level helping to organise events 

and activities on a voluntary basis. Below is a succinct list of reasons why the project was 

such a success and is by no means exhaustive: 

 Enthusiasm and commitment of the local people 

 Willingness of volunteers to take their own initiative 

 Creativity, flexibility and passion of the project officer 

 Innate charm of the area - which captured visitor’s imaginations 

 Varied nature of events/activities organised – there was something for everyone 

 Unusual activities exploring nature – not many activities of this kind had happened in 

the area and there was a definite appetite for them 

 Interesting cultural events in a great setting – there was a definite lack of cultural 

events in the area previous to the project 

 Rising population of young families  - looking for free activities to get involved in 

 Free activities for schools / families – too good an opportunity to miss 

 Accessibility - the project highlighted that beautiful wild places exist on the doorstep. 

People could be introduced to them in a safe way and use them again at their leisure 

 Flexibility to make changes to the project when things didn’t go according to plan 



20 
 

4.2 What didn’t work well and why? 

As previously stated we learned a lot of lessons along the way; here are just a few of those: 

 Finding the community to work with. Initially the project concentrated on working 

with the more disadvantaged community in St Anne’s Park but this proved 

extremely challenging.  After about 6-8 months of trying to crack this nut – working 

both with organisations and individuals in the area – the project officer, with 

steering group backing, changed tack.  Why didn’t it work? The community is a 

geographically isolated and the majority of people are struggling to meet their basic 

needs. Agencies in the area, though supportive of the project, needed to 

concentrate on helping people meet those needs. Despite this, the project did 

manage to run a few successful activities in the area including a foraging and 

discussion event with Oxfam called Forage and Feast an 8 week photography project 

which engaged both children in the local school (St Anne’s Park Primary / Kingfisher 

School) and their parents, various other environmental projects with the school and 

a pilgrimage project with Broomhill Junior school. 

 Order of events. In hindsight we should have put all our efforts into setting up the 

community group / wildlife group first. This group proved invaluable to the project. 

We started our oral history project “Watery Tales” before the Friends of Brislington 

Brook set up and they remained quite distinct. It became evident towards the end of 

the project that several FOBB members would have been an asset to the Watery 

Tales team but by this point the oral history training had been done and most of 

them collected.  

 Local volunteers. Many of the volunteers who weren’t part of FOBB came from 

outside the area and retention was quite bad. Those people who volunteered from 

the local area have generally been the people who have stuck with the project 

throughout probably because they have more of a vested interest as the brook is on 

their doorstep. Again setting up the FOBB group earlier and concentrating more on 

finding local volunteers at the beginning of the project would have solved this issue. 

 Young people. Initially the project aimed to work with a lot more young people in 

the 16-25 age bracket, however this proved quite challenging. Our project partner 

Brislington Enterprise College pulled out fairly early on – this was because their 

community outreach officer was made redundant. After this set-back we tried 

several times to work with the local Youth Service running sessions in the woods for 

their young people. Shortly afterwards the Youth Centre closed down and provision 

for young people in the area was cut almost completely making it difficult to engage 

with them. 

 Communication/PR publicity. This was an issue from the start of the project – 

communicating over such a large geographical area was always going to be a 

challenge. Also many people in the area don’t use Facebook or Twitter - but paper 

publicity is time consuming to disseminate, costly to produce and bad for the 
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environment. There was a distinct lack of noticeboards along the Brislington Brook 

corridor. We have installed 2 new noticeboards; one member of FOBB even started 

trying to produce a community magazine. We now have a list of people willing to 

distribute paper publicity and we have a strong online following with 472 likes on 

Facebook. We also use the local school’s network to distribute info to our core 

audience which is families and children. 

 Size of project area.  The project is over a very large geographical area and aimed to 

join communities up from Whitchurch, through Stockwood, Brislington, Broomhill 

and St Anne’s. This has happened to a limited extent but probably not to the extent 

envisaged at the beginning of the project. The project officer very quickly honed in 

on St Anne’s, Broomhill and Brislington as areas that were easier to engage people 

in as they contain valuable green spaces which the brook runs through. The task of 

getting through an action packed project plan AND deeply engaging a wide and 

diverse range of communities, simply wasn’t physically possible in a 2.5 day a week 

post.  

 Ambitious project plan! The project plan was extremely ambitious and varied which 

was fantastic – we met all the objectives we set out to meet and more. However, 

the project wouldn’t have happened had the project officer not consistently worked 

more hours than they were being paid meaning the job should effectively been a 3 

day a week job or perhaps more. 

  

 Length of project.  It takes time for a project like this to embed in the community 

and take root. It took us a good 12 months to really become established and has 

really only become well-known in the community for the last year of the project. 

 

4.3 How much of a difference would have happened anyway without DBB?  

Over the course of the 3 year project the area has seen change that wasn’t to do with 

Discover Brislington Brook:  A new primary school is being built in the area as an influx of 
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young families means there isn’t enough school provision locally; new higher-end cafes and 

shops have sprung up on Sandy Park Rd; 2 of the local schools and the local Children’s 

Centre have started Forest Schools in the area encouraging people to visit. 

The project has made a significant impact however: 

 66% of people said they would not have done the activity (or something similar) had 

the Discover Brislington Brook project not existed. 

 94% of people asked said the DBB project had changed the way they view / use the 

Brislington brook corridor for the better. 

Generally, more people seem to know about the area and use the woods for leisure 

activities; more people know about their local history and the environmental value of the 

site and more clubs, scout groups and schools use the brook and woods as a resource. 

People seem to value and feel more connected to their local area and the people and 

wildlife that live around them. 

4.4 Lessons Learned 

 Set up volunteer group at the start of the project. 

 Work closely with local schools. 

 Devolve power and therefore ownership to local people. 

 Put on a wide variety of events to attract people with different skills/interests. 

 Concentrate on attracting local volunteers. 

 It takes at least 12 months for a project like this to really get going. 

 Work in partnership with other agencies in hard to reach communities. 
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5. Conclusion 

In Conclusion the project was an overwhelming success story, delivering beyond our 

expectations, on time and on budget. We fully met all of the aims and the majority of the 

outcomes we set out to achieve as well as a great deal of additional outcomes we 

discovered along the way. There is a considerable physical legacy of new and improved 

entrances, paths, signage and noticeboards; a thorough and creative teacher’s resource 

pack; an educational metal rubbing trail and accompanying leaflet; local oral histories 

available on the website. In addition to this there are less tangible legacies, such as a greater 

understanding of the importance of the brook and a greater confidence in using the green 

space within the community and amongst parents, children and teachers.  

5.1 Ideas for the future 

 Apply for funding to engage schools particularly in the brook and local area. 

 Put on a range of activities – concentrate on family friendly wildlife activities such as 

the Wildlife fun Days and stream-dipping, wildlife walks events. 

 Write a management plan for the brook and get it adopted by Bristol City Council. 

 Try to work with St Brendan’s 6th form students to get them to do wildlife surveys of 

the brook as part of their course and to volunteer. 

 Try to get 4 year funding for project of this nature. 

 Continue to pull up Himalayan balsam and remove rubbish in St Anne’s wood and 

Nightingale Valley but also start to organise more sessions further upstream. 

 Get funding to restore the Holy Well. 

 Get funding to work specifically with St Anne’s Park and Broomhill with communities 

– putting on after school clubs for children in the parks/woods. 

 Continue to collect local memories of the space. 

 Work with more local people on the pageant – tap in to local drama groups etc. 

 Explore working with Bristol-based theatre organisations e.g. Bristol Old Vic. 
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6. Case Studies  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Andy Backinsell, local resident and volunteer 

Which part of the project were you involved in? Mainly in 

collecting and editing the oral histories as well as various other 

community events and activities. 

What did you get out of your involvement? I think I have become 

more engaged with my local area.  I come from Cheltenham and 

my family have lived there since the 19th Century, so I have a 

close affinity to the town and barely felt any connection to 

Brislington or indeed Bristol.  Since becoming involved, I have opened my eyes to the area 

and its history and people much much more. 

What do you feel others got out of the project? I think the people we interviewed really 

wanted to contribute their story and promote the Brislington area and the volunteers really 

wanted to hear those stories. So it was a win-win situation really. 

What is the importance of projects like this in the community? I think the people’s version 

of events is vital to present an accurate account of a place. Wikipedia etc is brilliant 

platforms to democratise information, but still the information is focused on the rich and 

powerful, the notable and the infamous. You have to dig into local history literature to find 

the real peoples accounts. Projects like this help to bridge the gap and contribute to further 

democratising history. From this profound basis it also gets folk like me engaged with the 

place they choose to live; which is more often now away from the place they call home. 

What do you think the legacy of the project will be? I would love to see the legacy being 

the further protection and promotion of the Brislington Brook valley.  That and a further 

promotion of the area in the ‘Know your place’ project highlighting the area within Bristol as 

a whole. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Neil Green, Avon Invasive Weeds Forum 

Which part of the project were you involved in?  I run a 

project that is focused upon the Invasive Species in and 

around Bristol and have run several events alongside the 

DBB project which have always been successful.  

What did you get out of your involvement? My 

experiences of working with the DBB have always been 

very good.  It has allowed me to work with a community I 

would otherwise have had very little do with. 

What do you feel others got out of the project? The 

project has really helped bring together a community and get residents of the area in touch 

with the history, heritage and nature benefits of the area. The creation of the Friends of the 

Brislington Brook group is the lasting legacy of this project.  Local community people who 

love their local area - looking after it.  This ties in very well with the legacy of my project and 

this model would be great to roll out in many other green spaces of Bristol.  

What is the importance of projects like this in the community? I can see a marked change 

in the condition of the Brook in terms of litter, graffiti and the general feel of the place.  It 

seems the local community have claimed the area back for themselves rather  than it being 

an area with the look of decline.  The gates that have been produced look very welcoming 

and will encourage the passer by to go and see what is beyond them rather than seeing a 

dark rather dilapidated entrance that looked menacing.  

What do you think the legacy of the project will be? The legacy of the project is the 

volunteers and the participants that it has engaged over the course of the project and 

beyond. This will now only increase and the area as a natural habitat, a place of relaxation, 

fun and of pleasing aesthetics.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hanna Lune, creative drama practitioner  

Which part of the project were you involved in?  I 

facilitated drama workshops & directed the 

performance on the day of the 2014 St Anne’s Pageant.  

What did you get out of your involvement?  It was an 

amazing opportunity to learn more about my local area; 

its medieval history, St Anne & the pilgrimages to St 

Anne's Chapel & well that took place; and to share this 

with the people who participated. It was great to 

connect with local arts practitioners & local people in 

general who were involved in organising the event. I 

enjoyed exploring the woods in a creative way. 

What do you feel others got out of the project? Parents & carers were able to get involved 

in drama activities and perform with their children. I was able to work intergenerationally 

with families, which is always a privilege and doesn’t happen very much. They were able to 

learn more about local medieval history and to be creative and use their imaginations to 

create a fabulous performance. They were able to perform and express their talent, as well 

as connect with others in their community, explore the woods and be close to nature and 

have fun! 

 

What is the importance of projects like this in the community? Events like this are so 

important for people to contribute to and feel part of their community, as well as connect 

to their cultural and natural heritage. Through the event, local people have gained pride in 

the place where they live, raised awareness of FOBB & helped to conserve the woods.  

 

What do you think the legacy of the project will be?  The legacy is that many people will 

want the Pageant, festival and all the events leading up to it to continue. More people will 

want to take part and be involved in fundraising for the event to continue. Most importantly 

the community has been strengthened through all the events and the history of Brislington 

(and pride in the place) has been resurrected. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Andy Walker, conservation volunteer 

Which part of the project were you involved in?  I am 

a relatively new member of the Friends of Brislington 

Brook.  

What did you get out of your involvement? I have 

found being a volunteer to be a most rewarding 

experience. I feel the group is well managed and well 

organised with a clear sense of purpose, good levels of 

equipment and excellent contacts 

What do you think the legacy of the project will 

be? The Friends of Brislington Brook is the greatest 

legacy for the project. I am going to keep going with this group and keep involved in the 

future, hopefully recruiting a few of my friends to come along to future events. I have 

already been inspired to organise a couple of little events in my work place, mirroring some 

of the group's activities - a Himalayan Balsam lunch-time pull and a lunch-time walk to St 

Annes well, explaining its history. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tony Carey, conservation volunteer  

Which part of the project were you involved in?  I am a 

member (chairman) of Friends of Brislington Brook. 

What did you get out of your involvement? It doesn't take 

a rocket scientist to realise that if local people do not step 

up to the mark to protect our local environment, then 

developers will step in and it won't be too many years 

before the area is a huge housing. Being part of FOBB has 

allowed me to meet other like-minded people and start to 

do something about this. 

What challenges does the group face? Now! I am not a 

pageant sort of person, at least, I didn't think so until this year. I can now better appreciate 

the good points of a big public event which draws people’s attention to the area and it’s  

needs. The planning of St Anne's Day Pageant is a HUGE ask for us of limited experience. 

This is, possibly, going to be the BIG challenge for next year. As a group we have a lot of 

work to do to follow in the footsteps of DBB, we have had a good start but we need to look 

ahead and keep our fingers on the pulse.
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Appendix 1 – Results of post project survey 

Total number of respondents: 78 

Method of collection: Survey Monkey online data collection website 

Method of survey distribution: Via social media (Facebook and Twitter) and email 

Survey collection dates: 12/05/2014 – 05/08/2014 

 

Question 1 – Are you male of female? 

 Male - 51% 

 Female - 49%  

Question 2 – How old are you? 

 <16 – 0% 

 16-25 – 1% 

 26-35 – 24% 

 36 -45 – 23% 

 46 – 55 – 26% 

 56 – 65 –18% 

 >65 – 8% 

Question 3 – What hat do you have on when answering this survey? 

 Parent – 25% 

 Teacher – 6% 

 Youth worker – 3% 

 Community member –  26% 

 Volunteer – 28% 

 Project partner – 7%  

 Freelance worker – 10% 

 Public sector organisation – 6% 

 Private sector organisation – 7% 

 Child/teenager – 0% 

Question 4 - Tick all the boxes which best describe the activities you have participated in: 

 Oral history – 10% 

 Pilgrim’s way / pageant – 33% 

 Craft activity – 19% 
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 Nature activity – 45% 

 Litter pick – 25% 

 Conservation volunteering – 21% 

 Walking – 26% 

 School workshop – 7% 

 Community event – 36% 

Question 5 - Would you have taken part in these activities (or something similar) if 

Discover Brislington Brook hadn't organised it? 

 Yes – 15% 

 No – 66% 

 Possibly – 19% 

Question 6 - How did you rate your experience? 

 Excellent – 81% 

 Good – 17% 

 Poor - 1% 

 Very poor – 1% 

Question 7 - How well do you agree with the following statements? Since the Discover 

Brislington Brook project started... 

 Strongly 
agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

I have learned 
about the brook's 
history and 
traditions 

45% 48% 4% 0% 3% 

I know more 
about the river's 
natural 
environment 
(geography, 
habitats and 
wildlife) 

40% 56% 4% 0% 1% 

I have developed 
practical 
conservation 
skills 

20% 34% 27% 0% 19% 

I feel the river 
corridor is better 
looked after for 
future 
generations 

62% 34% 0% 0% 4% 

The local 
community are 
more involved in 
looking after the 
brook 

61% 34% 0% 0% 5% 
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Question 8 - Has the project changed the way you view / use the Brislington brook 

corridor for the better? 

 Yes – 94% 

 No – 6%  

Question 9 – Do you have any other comments? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my day, it really brought us together as a group and Rowan was brilliant 

- her enthusiasm, knowledge and patience made the day very memorable. A fab project :-) 

The project has reclaimed the Brook back for the local community. I have heard many 

volunteers and participants mention that they had no idea the Valley area was even there. It 

has been a brilliant mix of enthusiasm, creativity and hard work. I cannot wait to see all the 

gates in place to cap it off. 

We hope it continues to raise awareness and support conservation in the brook and involve 

the community of all ages. 

It would be great to see the St Anne's Festival continue. 

It has been hugely important in bringing the community together, and I feel there is still more 

to do in the development and understanding of the brook, through greater presence and 

events, which would benefit from better publication and marketing in the area. 

There has been such a variety of activites on offer it has been wonderful. There has been 

something for everyone. Hopefully Friends of Brislington Brook can keep things going without 

the funding and Rowan's energy; my family and I will do whaterver we can to help. 

The St Anne's Pageant was a wonderful event which brought together many different people 

from the local community. It also raised the profile of the St Anne's Woods, and the benefits of 

having such a lovely area on our doorstep. 

I was made aware of open wild spaces I didn't know existed in Brislington - well organised 

and diverse range of ways of community to get involved and all ages too - well done Rowan - 

a great project 

Though I haven't yet been to Brislington Brook, I have covered the area on 'Shepherds Way' 

wildlife and radio program... I have learned in general, and talking to this and other groups, 

that the role of community groups in 'managing' important wildlife areas, is vital to wildlife and 

nature. Local councils seem to be relinquishing responsibility in wildlife areas, although they 

are a vital and important part of our lives, even the local councillors lives! It is important also, 

for local groups to keep an eye on these areas, as they are constantly being chipped away at, 

bit by bit, by local authorities and developers. Wildlife is at its worst in this country since the 

war, because many wildlife habitats have been destroyed for the sake of development and 

money. Projects like that at Brislington Brook are an essential and vital element, in keeping 

these wildlife habitats' safe and protected for future generations, and for the sake of our ever 

decreasing wildlife and their environments. 
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An excellent initiative that has drawn members of the local community together and 

highlighted a hidden area of Brislington that I knew nothing about. I hope the good work 

continues in some way, and that the Pilgrim's Way project also continues - in its modest way 

(but hopefully getting bigger!) it has brought people together and built on that sense of 

community. It's fun too :-) 

Whilst only an occasional helper I think the leader and volunteers do a splendid job and the 

valley is becoming, with their input an work a much appreciated place to be well done 

I have not been involved as much as I would like to have been in the activities organised 

(hence the boxes I have ticked 'disagree') but I think this has been a really good project and I 

have been delighted by the improvements to St Anne's Woods and Nightingale Valley which I 

walk through fairly often. 

Wonderful project to help conserve a vital part of Bristol’s wildlife structure. 

It was a pleasure to help out with the school art projects. Can't wait to see final work. All the 

workshops were expertly ran and we were always made to feel very welcome. 

We had a brilliant time and the kids loved the activities. 

I first started going into St Annes Woods and Nightingale Valley in the early 1950s as a child. 

I continued dog walking through this area during my adult life and can honestly say that it has 

never been better than it is now. Thank you all for your hard work. 

It was not the best community practice that I've been involved with, was perhaps a little 

lacking in aspiration and organisation. 

There should be a continuation to the funding for the Discover Brislington Brook project... or 

perhaps new funding under the banner of Preserve and Utilise Brislington Brook. 

It's marvelous and should continue. 

I have found the events that I have attended have been so informative. I look forward to future 

events. 

Excellent direction and support from Rowan, who is an enthusiastic and inspirational 

presence. Rowan has enabled the local community to bond not just with the local 

environment but also socially. 

Really enjoyed the activities and so did my children. 

The project has engaged the community on nature and conservation with wildlife events and 

working party activities. It has provided enjoyment to many and also brought people together 

who have formed great friendships. 

I have enjoyed collaborating with Discover Brislington Brook as a partner for the Heritage 

Schools Programme. Both projects have similar aims and it has been really beneficial having 

access to resources created by DBB. 
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Good networking with us- pilgrim organisation CSJ based in London with SW group. 

I’m just very glad it came along. 

Very nice project to have been involved with -well done to Rowan and all others involved. 

I have lived in the area for many years but have made new friends due to this project and feel 

more involved in the community. Rowan is an outstanding project officer, she is brilliantly 

creative, enthusiastic and has people skills for all age groups. 

It’s an amazing space which a lot of the community families didn't know was on their door 

step and are starting to use with their children. 

Excellent program! I am so impressed by the way the community was so involved. In all the 

events I came to (both working and not working) I felt part of something very special, and the 

community's enthusiasm was infectious. 

The legacy it has left our community is priceless. Thank you. 

Fantastic from our point of view as a new family, connecting with the area, it's history and it's 

people. All done with humour and care and a wonderful event of the pageant. Well done! 

It's a great project and has been run by enthusiastic people. It has brought the community 

together. 
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Appendix 2 – Data from website and social media  

The website www.discoverbrislingtonbrook.wordpress.com was created in August 2011 very 

shortly after the start of the project and has continued to be used as a blog and a way of 

displaying the project’s achievements and activities ever since. In March 2012 a Facebook 

page and Twitter account was created for the project. Facebook has been a particularly 

active way for the project and the Friends of Brislington Brook to communicate with the 

general public. The FB page also acts as a fairly accurate record of all the public events 

organised by the project since March 2012. A twitter account was set up in 2012 as well but 

hasn’t been the main form of communication used. 

 

Website data 

 Total views = 16,440 

 Best ever views in 1 day = 474 

 

Facebook data 

 Total page likes/followers over course of project = 472 

 Total new page likes/followers over last 12 months = 235 

 Total people engaged (who have clicked, commented or liked a post) over last 12 

month  = 5,911 

 Total reach (the number of people who have seen any content associated with DBB 

Facebook page) over last 12 months = 57,496 

 

Twitter data 

 Total number of followers = 211 

 Number of tweet = 88 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.discoverbrislingtonbrook.wordpress.com/
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Nightinga 
e Valley 

48% 

St Anne's 
Wood 

1% 

Both 
51% 

When You visit the Brook 
do you usually visit:  

Appendix 3 – Results of St Anne’s Wood and Nightingale 

Valley Survey 

All data collected between end of November 2013 and beginnings of May 2014 before path 

and entrance improvements. The data set is of 73 people; 31 of whom were questioned by 

Friends of Brislington Brook (FOBB) volunteers in the woods and 42 of whom answered an 

online survey advertised through various local groups on Facebook. 

The following Wordle is a list of different suggestions that participants have for improving 

the woods. The size of each word is weighted according to how many people wanted each 

thing. As you can see, improved entrances (and access), better seating, bins, footpath 

improvements, rubbish clear-ups, signs and interpretation were all popular comments. 

Other valid comments include better disabled access, better links between the 2 parks, 

encouraging wildlife, community activities and woodland management. Several people 

called for “No improvements” though this was often qualified with a desire to keep the 

place feeling wild and unspoilt. All improvements that are planned aim to keep the wild 

nature of the site intact but make it more accessible and friendly. 

 

Results show that a large proportion of 

people either visit just Nightingale 

Valley (48%) or both parks (51%) but 

only 1% of people visit just St Anne’s 

Wood. This means that only half of 

current visitors make the connection 

between the 2 sites. Hopefully the new 

signs and trails should improve this 

percentage. 
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The majority of people visiting are local to the woods (Brislington, St Anne’s, St Anne’s Park, 

Broomhill) and get there on foot (78%) although a significant proportion of people do travel 

by car (19%). Only 3% come by bike. 

 

People visit the woods for a wide range of reasons, the spread being fairly even between 

dog walking, wildlife, exercise, wellbeing and play/children. Fewer people use it as a route 

for commuting. Hopefully this will improve when the pathways and interpretation improve 
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What do you think about the current 
entrances, access and pathways 

as people may not be using it to commute because a) they don’t know where the paths lead 

and b) they don’t want to get muddy on their commute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

73% of people questioned felt that path some sort of improvement needed to happen to 

the paths/entrances/signage, 27% felt no improvement was necessary.  

Entranceways and paths were the main areas that need improvement 
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Safety of the woods has been a big worry for people in the past so it’s good to see here that 

only 3% of people feel unsafe with a further 17% aware of their safety. The final 80% feel 

always or mostly safe.  

 

We also completed a count of people entering and leaving St Anne’s Wood on Monday 4th 

November 2013 to see how many people were commuting between St Anne’s and St Anne’s 

Park pre-improvements. We did our count between 8am and 9am to catch people 

commuting to school/work. 2 adults and 2 children were seen entering the park on 

Newbridge Rd, 2 adults were seen exiting. 2 adults were seen entering on Lichfield Rd 

opposite the Kingfisher School and 1 adult and 2 children were seen exiting. 

Always safe 
37% 

Mostly safe 
43% 

Aware of 
safety 
17% 

always unsafe 
3% 

How safe do you feel? 
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Appendix 4 – List of Discover Brislington Brook events with attendance/volunteer numbers 

Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Bat Walk Training 18/08/2011 13 0 2 0 

Flood Awareness Day 06/09/2011 100 0 2 0 

Bat Walk 16/09/2011 15 3 2 6 

Led walk in St Anne’s Wood 30/09/2011 25 3 2 6 

Apple day at Stockwood Orchard 16/10/2011 150 8 3 24 

Art walk for disabled students from BEC 17/10/2011 15 4 1 4 

Brislington’s Gone Batty – fun day 26/10/2011 230 10 5 50 

Art walk for disabled students from BEC 11/11/2011 10 3 1 3 

Film Making with Bristol students 22/11/2011 6 6 10 60 

Christmas volunteer event 15/12/2011 12 12 2 24 

Erecting bat boxes 19/12/2011 2 2 2 4 

Led walk Stockwood 23/01/2012 8 2 2 4 

Know Your Place workshop 26/01/2012 8 2 2 4 

Led walk St Anne’s 10/02/2012 50 6 2 12 

Community litter pick – St Anne’s Wood 25/02/2012 20 20 3 60 

Oral History Training 10/03/2012 8 8 5 40 

Invertebrate sampling 13/03/2012 3 3 4 12 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Invertebrate sampling 14/03/2012 3 3 4 12 

Oral History Training 24/03/2012 6 6 5 30 

Volunteer workday – bench building 27/03/2012 10 10 4 40 

Volunteer workday – bench building 28/03/2012 9 9 4 36 

Volunteer workday – bench building 31/03/2012 8 8 4 32 

Bird walk 07/04/2012 12 3 2 6 

Know Your Place workshop 20/04/2012 6 0 2 0 

Oral History Training 26/04/2012 3 3 5 15 

Know Your Place workshop 27/04/2012 5 0 2 0 

Led Walk – pilgrimage 28/04/2012 13 4 6 24 

Foraging walk 08/05/2012 4 1 1 1 

Archaeology Walk 10/05/2012 12 2 1 2 

Led walk – St Anne’s 11/05/2012 15 2 1 2 

Pilgrim’s Way writing workshop 15/05/2012 6 0 2 0 

Community Litter pick – Nightingale Valley 19/05/2012 25 25 3 75 

Pilgrim’s Way writing workshop 21/05/2012 3 0 2 0 

Medieval Bristol Talk – Peter Flemming 07/06/2012 20 1 2 2 

Community invasive weed pull – Stockwood 09/06/2012 5 5 3 15 

Pilgrim’s Way writing workshop 09/06/2012 3 3 2 6 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Oral History – memories day 10/06/2012 15 5 4 20 

Modern Pilgrimage Talk 18/06/2012 8 3 1 3 

Pilgrim’s Way writing workshop 19/06/2012 5 0 2 0 

Invasive Weed Pull – St Anne’s Park Primary Sch 20/06/2012 35 5 2 10 

Archaeology show and tell 21/06/2012 8 4 3 12 

Costume making workshop 09/07/2012 4 1 3 3 

Discovery Day – Waycroft Academy 10/07/2012 35 5 5 25 

Community invasive weed pull – St Anne’s 14/07/2012 8 8 3 24 

Costume making workshop 16/07/2012 9 0 3 0 

Discovery Day – St Anne’s Park Primary Sch 16/07/2012 33 5 5 25 

Discovery Day – public 25/07/2012 30 5 5 25 

St Anne’s Day Pageant 28/07/2012 75 5 6 30 

Community invasive weed pull – Nightingale Valley 15/08/2012 7 7 3 21 

Walk for BEC teachers 27/09/2012 10 0 1 0 

Invertebrate sampling 10/10/2012 3 3 4 12 

Invertebrate sampling 11/10/2012 3 3 4 12 

River poem workshop with schools 16/10/2012 35 2 3 6 

Forage and Feast event – St Anne’s Park 25/10/2012 24 5 5 25 

Night-time Creatures walk – Nightingale Valley 29/10/2012 18 5 3 15 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Practical woodland conservation day 10/11/2012 9 9 3 27 

Oral History – St Anne’s Lunch Club 20/11/2012 25 2 1 2 

Oral History – Brunelcare Stockwood 21/11/2012 6 1 3 3 

Owl Prowl 26/11/2012 22 2 2 4 

Oral History – St Peter’s lunch club 28/11/2012 21 4 1 4 

Volunteer workday - Lloyds bank 30/11/2012 16 16 5 80 

Litter pick – St Anne’s Park Primary 05/12/2012 27 3 2 6 

Christmas Walk and get together 14/12/2012 28 6 3 18 

Woodland design session - Nightingale Valley 04/02/2013 6 6 4 24 

Woodland design session - Nightingale Valley 05/02/2013 6 6 4 24 

Community clear up – St Anne’s Wood 16/02/2013 21 21 3 63 

Tree planting – Holymead Infants 20/02/2013 25 5 2 10 

Wildlife group formation meeting 28/02/2013 13 13 2 26 

Community clear up – Nightingale Valley 23/03/2013 20 20 3 60 

Photography workshop – St Anne’s Park Primary 12/03/2013 22 2 2 4 

Photography workshop – St Anne’s Park Primary 21/03/2013 22 2 2 4 

Stream dipping – Summerhill Sch 09/04/2013 60 6 3 18 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 10/04/2013 9 9 2 18 

Eastwood Farm education day – Broomhill Jnrs 12/04/2013 66 8 5 40 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Bristol Parks Forum – presentation 13/04/2013 40 0 1 0 

Photography workshop – St Anne’s Park Primary 16/04/2013 22 2 2 4 

Bird walk 20/04/2013 6 1 2 2 

Photography workshop – St Anne’s Park Primary 18/04/2013 22 2 2 4 

Wild poetry workshop – St Anne’s Park Primary 23/04/2013 22 2 2 4 

Photo/poetry workshop – St Anne’s Park residents 27/04/2013 14 2 2 4 

Led circular walk – hidden gems 12/05/2013 70 4 6 24 

Photography exhibition – St Anne’s Park Sch 22/05/2013 15 2 2 4 

Wildlife family fun day – Nightingale Valley 29/05/2013 63 8 5 40 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 05/06/2013 8 8 3 24 

Photography Exhibition - Festival of Nature 14 – 
16/06/13 

1500 20 15 300 

Volunteer workday – Axa insurance 20/06/2013 14 4 5 20 

Brislington meadows demo 26/06/2013 15 15 2 30 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 03/07/2013 6 6 2 12 

Entrance design workshop – St Anne’s School 10/07/13 26 3 2 6 

Entrance design workshop – Kingfisher Sch 08/07/2013 21 3 2 6 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 10/07/2013 5 5 2 10 

Pilgrim walk  workshop – Broomhill Jnr Sch 11/07/2013 60 4 4 16 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Pilgrim walk  workshop – Broomhill Jnr Sch 16/07/2013 28 2 2 4 

Pilgrim puppet  workshop – Broomhill Jnr Sch 17/07/2013 31 3 5 15 

Pilgrim puppet /storytelling  workshop – Broomhill  18/07/2013 62 4 5 20 

Story telling workshop 20/07/2013 8 3 5 15 

Pilgrim puppet  workshop – Broomhill Jnr Sch 23/07/2013 28 2 5 10 

Costume making workshop – Nightingale Valley 26/07/2013 21 3 5 15 

St Anne’s day pageant and Festival 27/07/2013 120 8 6 48 

Invasive weed pull – Nightingale Valley 31/07/2013 8 8 3 24 

Invasive weed pull – Stockwood 10/08/2013 4 4 3 12 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 04/09/2013 11 11 3 33 

Litter pick St Anne’s Wood  – St Christopher’s Cub 
group 

12/09/2013 26 26 2 52 

Walk to Source Recce 18/09/2013 3 3 5 15 

Heritage day – West Town Lane Academy 30/09/2013 59 4 5 20 

Garden Archaeology ID session 02/10/2013 9 5 2 10 

Volunteer workday – Lloyds bank 16/10/2013 18 18 5 90 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 16/10/2013 9 9 2 18 

Fungi foray – Nightingale Valley 20/10/2013 11 2 2 4 

Geophys survey – St Anne’s Wood 26/10/2013 18 18 4 72 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Coppicing and tree thinning workshop 08/11/2013 9 9 3 27 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 13/11/2013 8 8 3 24 

Owl prowl 14/11/2013 17 3 2 6 

Auger Survey – St Anne’s Wood 29/11/2013 9 9 4 36 

Visit to Somerset Heritage Centre 30/11/2013 6 6 5 30 

Coppicing and tree thinning workday 07/12/2013 7 7 3 21 

Auger survey 09/12/2013 5 3 3 9 

Volunteer Christmas event  11/12/2013 12 12 3 36 

Walk to source of Brislington brook 11/01/2014 19 4 5 20 

FOBB management plan meeting 09/02/2014 7 7 4 28 

Presentation on heritage to St Lukes Ladies club 10/02/2014 21 0 1 0 

Visit to Bristol Records Office 25/02/2014 5 5 4 20 

Volunteer workday – St Anne’s wood 02/03/2014 6 6 3 18 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 05/03/2014 6 6 2 12 

Community clear up – Nightingale Valley 29/03/2014 16 16 3 48 

Otter spotter training session 16/04/2014 17 8 2 16 

Presentation on heritage to St Peter’s over 50’s 
club 

30/04/2014 23 0 1 0 

Pageant planning group 01/05/2014 10 10 2 20 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Led walk around Bris – circular greenway 02/05/2014 20 2 4 8 

Friends of Brislington Brook meeting 07/05/2014 9 9 2 18 

Heritage drama workshop 12/05/2014 11 11 2 22 

Pageant planning group 13/05/2014 8 8 2 16 

Led walk around Bris – circular greenway 17/05/2014 19 2 4 8 

Heritage drama workshop 19/05/2014 11 11 2 22 

Brook trail design session – St Anne’s Jnrs 21/05/14 26 3 2 6 

Heritage animation workshop 24/05/2014 17 1 6 6 

Wildlife fun day – Brislington meadows 26/05/2014 60 12 6 72 

Stream Dipping – St Anne’s Wood 27/05/2014 30 4 3 12 

Bat walk – Brislington meadows 27/05/2014 19 6 2 12 

Moth night – Nightingale Valley 30/05/2014 15 5 4 20 

Himalayan balsam pull – Nightingale Valley 07/06/2014 6 6 3 18 

Heritage drama workshop 09/06/2014 11 11 2 22 

Heritage storytelling workshop 16/06/2014 11 11 2 22 

Eastwood farm education day – Broomhill juniors 19/06/2014 94 13 5 65 

Volunteer workday – Lloyds bank 20/06/2014 14 14 5 70 

Heritage drama workshop 23/06/2014 11 11 2 22 

Heritage drama workshop 30/06/2014 11 11 2 22 
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Event name Date Number of 
attendees 

Number of 
volunteers 

Length of 
event in hours 

Number of 
volunteer 
hours 

Himalayan balsam pull – St Anne’s House 02/07/2014 6 6 1 6 

Heritage drama workshop 07/07/2014 11 11 2 22 

Bunting workshop 11/07/2014 9 9 3 27 

Costume & flag workshop 12/07/2014 12 2 5 10 

Heritage drama workshop 14/07/2014 11 11 2 22 

Volunteer workday – Environment Agency 17/07/2011 16 16 5 80 

Dress rehearsal 1 21/07/2014 11 11 4 44 

Costume & flag workshop 23/07/2014 10 2 5 10 

Dress rehearsal 2 25/07/2014 11 11 4 44 

St Anne’s day Festival and Pageant 26/07/2014 300 20 8 160 

            

TOTAL   5038 982 504 3560 
 

Type of event Total number of events Total number of attendees 

W = Wildlife Watch 100 3754 

S = Stream Clean 74 1842 

P = Pilgrims Way 67 1624 

Y = Young Explorers 59 3634 

O = Oral History 13 152 

B = Brook Trail 14 317 
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