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Executive Summary 

Proposals have been developed for access improvements to St. Anne’s Wood public open 

space.  To inform plans for implementing these proposals, an ecological survey was carried 

out covering the footprint of the proposed works and the area within 30 metres. 

 

The objectives of the survey were to assess the conservation value of the survey area, the 

likely presence of rare or protected species, and to identify any features, habitats or species 

which would constitute potential constraints to the access proposals for the site 

 

A desk study was completed which obtained information from BRERC on the known 

distribution of valuable ecological features, within the local area.  An ecological walkover 

survey was undertaken, and habitats and notable flora within the survey area were 

recorded. Evidence of the presence of protected species of wildlife was also recorded and 

the potential of habitats to support protected species within the survey area was assessed.  

 

The construction footprint was found to contain habitats suitable for a number of protected 

species, and therefore mitigation measures have been recommended to address this. 

  



 
 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 Background 

Access improvements are proposed at St. Anne’s Wood in the form of a new entrance from 

Newbridge Road, with new steps down to an existing path, as well as repairs to existing 

steps on another section of path.  The construction methods for these works are provided in 

Appendix 1.   
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1.2 Site Description & Ecological Context 

The proposed access works are located on a relatively steep East facing slope, on the 

western edge of St. Anne’s Wood, in Brislington.  St. Anne’s Wood is a Site of Nature 

Conservation Interest (SNCI), which contains a variety of broadleaved woodland 

communities as well as areas of bramble scrub, tall herb vegetation, and amenity grassland.  

Brislington Brook runs through the middle of the site. The nature conservation interest lies 

mostly in the semi-natural woodland communities, especially in the north west of the 

woodland, where there are substantial areas of both great wood-rush Luzula sylvatica and 

hairy wood-rush Luzula pilosa as well as small amounts of heath wood-rush Luzula 

multiflora, lady fern Athyrium felix-femina, and small- leaved lime Tilia cordata.  The north 

west of the site is almost certainly a fragment of semi-natural “ancient” woodland.  

 

 

 



 
 

2. Planning Policy & Legislation 

 

2.1 Local Planning Policy 

The Proposals Map that accompanies the adopted Bristol Local Plan (December 1997) shows 
St. Anne’s Wood is designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI).  St. Anne’s 
Wood is also shown as an SNCI on the Site Allocations Submission Version (July 2013).  As an 
SNCI, the site contributes to the Bristol Wildlife Network.  It also contributes to the City’s 
Strategic Green Infrastructure. In light of this designation, and the results of ecological 
surveys, the following local policies apply to this site: 
 
Local Plan saved policy NE5 – Sites of Nature Conservation Interest 
NE5 (i): SNCI will be protected, with regard to the relative importance of their designation 
NE5 (iv): development that will harm the nature conservation value of an SNCI will not be 
permitted unless the importance of the development outweighs the significance of the 
nature conservation value. 
 
Core Strategy (June 2011) Policy BCS9 – Green Infrastructure 
National and local sites of biological and geological conservation importance will be 
protected having regard to the hierarchy of designations and the potential for appropriate 
mitigation. The extent to which a development would contribute to the achievement of 
wider objectives of the Core Strategy will be carefully considered when assessing their 
impact on biological and geological conservation.  Where development would have an 
impact on the Bristol Wildlife Network it should ensure that the integrity of the network is 
maintained or strengthened. 

 

2.2 Legislation 

 

A number of species receive legal protection, which is relevant to the potential impacts from 

development.  These include Badgers, Bats, Birds, Great Crested Newts, Otters, and Reptiles.  

Further information about the legislation protecting these species can be found in appendix 

2. 

 

 

3. Survey 

 

3.1 Methodology 

Desk study 

A desk study was undertaken to look for records of legally protected or notable species, held 

by BRERC (Bristol Regional Environmental Record Centre).  This consisted of a search of all 

records within 100 metres of the development proposals, and then an additional search for 

records of great crested newts, bats and otters within 500 metres. 

Field Survey 

A walk over of the survey area (the construction footprint plus a 30m buffer) was 

undertaken on the 14th of November 2013, by an experienced ecologist, in order to update 



 
 

the results of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey carried out by a previous survey.  This involved 

recording any changes in habitat, and looking for any field signs indicating the presence of 

protected species.   The value of habitats to support protected species was assessed. The 

following detailed survey methodologies were also employed. 

A search was made for badger setts, recognised by having entrances approximately 300mm 

wide and 200mm high and often with piles of soil outside. Sett entrances were checked for 

signs of use by badgers or other mammals, and classified accordingly e.g. 'active', 'inactive' 

(debris in the entrance indicates not recent activity, but the tunnel and entranceway could 

be easily be cleared and brought back in to use) or 'disused' (largely or completely blocked 

and not in use for at least the previous year).  Field signs such as snuffle holes (holes dug by 

badgers when searching for invertebrates), dung pits (small pits in which badgers deposit 

their faeces) and day nests (nests of bedding material made by badgers for sleeping above 

ground) were also mapped. 

An external visual inspection of trees on site was carried out from the ground, using close 

focussing binoculars, to record any signs of use of the tree by bat species. Features such as 

cracks, cavities, decaying limbs, loose bark and dense ivy were inspected and recorded. Any 

signs of staining (from urine or fur rubbing) and scratch marks below potential access points 

were noted, and a search was made for droppings underneath these features. 

A 100 metre stretch of the brook closest to the survey area was checked for signs of otters, 

such as spraint, feeding remains, or footprints. 

 

3.2 Survey Limitations 

 

This survey offers only a single 'snapshot' of the site and takes no account of seasonal 

differences, or of any species, which might choose to take up residence subsequently. At the 

same time, a lack of signs of any particular species does not confirm its absence, merely that 

there was no indication of its presence during this survey. 

 

Areas with dense ground cover (hedges, scrub, woodland etc.) were examined closely. If 

impenetrable vegetation prevented entry then the perimeter was examined in order to 

detect badger paths suggesting a hidden sett within the area. It cannot be guaranteed that 

all the entrances have been located, especially if a small sett is currently inactive or used 

seasonally and concealed in an area of thick scrub. Badgers may dig new holes and create 

new setts in a very short space of time. 

 

If no action or development of this land takes place within twelve months of the date of this 

report, then the findings of this survey should be reviewed and may need to be updated. 

After three years, the findings will be out of date and a full resurvey should be repeated. 

 

 

 



 
 

 3.3 Results 

Desk Study 

Previous surveys carried out in this area include: 

 Bristol City Council SNCI Audit, St Anne’s Wood SNCI. 2006.  Phil Quinn 

 Wildlife Survey of Brislington Brook. August 2009. Phil Quinn 

 

The SNCI Audit of St Anne’s Wood describes the area where the works are proposed, as 

having a canopy dominated by large sycamore with some ash, with a patchy shrub layer 

including hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, English elm Ulmus procera and elder Sambucus 

nigra.  The centre of this area has a more open character and includes a large glade where 

bracken Pteridium aquilinum, bluebell and Himalayan balsam Impatiens gladulifera are 

common.  The field layer is generally species-rich, with bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, 

dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, wood melick Melica uniflora, yellow archangel 

Lamiastrum galebdolon and wood millet Milium effusum.” 

 

The results of the two data searches can be seen in Appendix 3.   

 

Japanese knotweed 

There are several records for Japanese Knotweed within the SNCI, however the closest of 

these is over 40 metres from the proposed works and is currently receiving a regular 

application of herbicide.  Japanese Knotweed is a non-native highly invasive weed (and is 

classed as controlled waste, which if disposed of must be taken to a licenced landfill).  New 

shoots can appear anywhere within a 7 metre radius of an established plant.  

 

Great crested newt 

There are records for great crested newt in a garden pond just over 350 metres from the 

construction works, however there are several roads that create a physical barrier between 

those records and the SNCI. 

 

Bats   

Bat species including Soprano pipistrelle have been recorded roosting within 500 metres of 

the construction works. 

 

Otters 

Otters have been recorded along the brook which runs through the SNCI.  This is 

approximately 25 metres from the proposed works. 

 

 

Field Survey 

 

Habitats 

The habitats in the survey area are still consistent with those identified in the 2006 survey.  

It is predominantly secondary woodland, with a more open area dominated by tall herb, 



 
 

bracken and bramble.  The survey was undertaken at a sub-optimal time of year with 

regards to identification of botanical interest, and therefore it was not possible to determine 

whether there were any changes in the field layer.  However as there was no obvious 

disturbance or changes in habitat it should be assumed that the field layer is still generally 

species-rich. 

 

Amphibians 

The terrestrial habitat within the survey area was considered suitable for amphibians within 

their terrestrial phase, including great crested newt.  However there are no suitable 

breeding habitats for amphibians within the SNCI itself, and given the physical barriers 

identified between the record for great crested newt, and the survey area, it is considered 

unlikely that great crested newts are present at the location of the proposed works. 

 

Badgers 

No badger setts, or definitive field signs of badger were found within the survey area.  

However the remains of a hedgehog were found, which looked to have been predated by 

badger.  The habitat is suitable for badgers and therefore it is possible that a badger sett 

exists elsewhere in the woodland.  A dense patch of scrub is present within the centre of the 

survey area, which would make it impossible to see a sett if one was present within it.  

However, there were no obvious mammal paths around the perimeter. 

 

Bats 

The habitat is suitable for foraging bats, and a number of the trees present within the survey 

area do contain features that may provide roosting opportunities for bats.  However, the 

only trees that would need to be removed as a result of the proposals are young trees along 

the boundary with Newbridge Road.  These trees did not provide any suitable roosting 

opportunities for bats. 

 

Birds 

The survey area contains trees and scrub that are likely to be used by nesting birds. 

 

Otters 

Evidence of otters, in the form of spraint, was found at the southern end of the brook just as 

it enters a culvert.  The spraint appeared to be quite old and no further evidence of otters 

was found along the brook.  No evidence of otters was found within the survey area.  There 

are some features which may have potential to be used as a holt or resting-up place, 

however none of these will be directly affected by the construction works.  The site is 

regularly used by dog walkers, and is therefore subject to a certain amount of disturbance.  

This reduces the potential likelihood of an otter holt being present. 

 

Reptiles 

The edge of the more open area of tall herbs and scrub, could provide a suitable habitat for 

reptiles. 

 

 



 
 

4. Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

A small amount of scrub, tall herb and species-rich woodland field layer will be permanently 

lost, but this will be limited to the narrow construction footprint of the new entrance and 

steps (57m2).  The overall impact on the SNCI will be mitigated by the improvement in 

physical access, which will encourage greater contact with nature for the general public. 

 

The proposals will impact on habitats that could be used by nesting birds and reptiles.  The 

potential for a badger sett within the area of dense scrub, also cannot be entirely ruled out.  

Mitigation measures to address these impacts are outlined below. 

 

 

Mitigation 

 

Prior to works beginning on site, a working corridor will be marked out using hazard tape.  

No works associated with the construction will take place outside of this working corridor.  

Vegetation clearance works will be undertaken during early February, prior to bird nesting 

season.  This will involve brushcutting scrub and bracken, and felling of the saplings at the 

top of the slope.  These works will be carried out under ecological supervision, and should 

any potential badger sett entrances be discovered, works will cease immediately.  The cut 

vegetation will either be removed from the site or where appropriate material is available it 

will be used to create habitat piles/refugia at suitable locations within the SNCI. 

 

Excavation works will not be undertaken until the weather is warm enough for any reptiles 

to be active.  Prior to excavation works beginning, a search will be made for any potential 

reptile refugia.  These will be carefully removed by hand, and any reptiles found to be 

present will moved to a suitable location away from the footprint of the construction works.  

Also prior to excavations works, the area within 10 metres of the construction footprint will 

be checked for the presence of Japanese knotweed.  Any necessary grubbing out will be 

undertaken after the above checks have been completed.  Only the entrance point from 

Newbridge road will be excavated by mini-digger from the footpath (see appendix 1).  The 

rest of the excavation works will be undertaken by hand.   

 

Construction will be undertaken when ground conditions are appropriate to avoid 

unnecessary erosion and deposition of sediment in the stream.   Where small amounts of 

sediment are released from the site during construction works, the distance from the stream 

should ensure that it is filtered out by the vegetation and leaf litter down slope of the 

construction works.  Any excavated soil will either be removed from the site, or deposited at 

a location to be agreed with the ecologist. 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 1 

METHOD STATEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION WORKS 

The Method Statement below is to show the methods, timing & impact of these methods 

involved in constructing the New Entrance & Steps into St Annes Wood on Newbridge Road, 

Brislington.  This document has been compiled using the works as described in the Schedule 

of Works & Pricing Document and Drawings BCC505/Drg08 & BCC505/Drg06revA 

(attached). 

Item Schedule of Works including Working 
Corridor 

Method Used Timing 
 

E2 Setting Out and Clearance -  
Agree exact line of steps on site. Clear 
existing vegetation, including small 
trees from route of steps. 
 

 Chainsaws, chipping 
equipment, hand tools 
& pickup vehicle. To be 
used by BCC trained 
woodlands staff to fell 
trees, chipped resulting 
wood & removal if 
necessary.  

 All large machinery to 
be situated on roadside 
on level solid ground & 
comply with CDM 
Regulations 2007.  

 

Feb 2014 Before 
nesting season 

E3 Existing Railing Removal - Cut out 
3.8m wide section of existing railings 
and plinth on Newbridge Road. 
 

 Hand held angle 
grinder equipment. 

 Orange barrier tape 
used to secure work 
area on pavement side 
of railing & create level 
area to access slope 
below. 
 

Approx. Mar/Apr 
2014 To be 
confirmed 

E5a Excavation for New Steps & Handrails 
- Excavate to formation level for new 
steps. Allow average 400mm depth 
excavation along full line of steps. 
Assume some breaking out of rock 
may be required (N.B natural rock 
outcrops near bottom of steps). To 
include excavation through top of bank 
for new entrance platform 8m2. Allow 
2.3m wide corridor down 25m length 
of banking (57m2) to existing path 
below. 
 
 

 Mini digger working 
from pavement used to 
create level platform at 
top of slope (see 
attached plan 
BCC505/Dr06A) & grub 
out any roots in this 
area not previously 
removed by hand.  

 Banksmen used to 
direct pedestrians 
while mini digger in 
use. 

 Slope excavations to be 
done by hand & hand 

Approx. 
April/May 2014. 
TBC 



 
 

held equipment used 
to break out rock if 
necessary to create 
formation levels or 
steps themselves. 

E5b Sub-base - Supply, lay and compact 
type 1 granular fill improvement layer, 
100mm deep. 
 

 Materials to be 
delivered to St Anne’s 
Park opposite & stored 
in compound on old 
tennis courts. 

 Materials transported 
to site (across 
Newbridge Road) by 
dumper to level 
platform & moved 
down slope by hand 
into position. 

Approx. 
April/May 2014. 
TBC 

E5c Steps Installation - Supply and lay 
concrete to form steps, to include to 
all formwork and single sheet of mesh 
reinforcement. 

 Timber for Formwork 
to be delivered to St 
Anne’s Park & stored in 
compound on old 
tennis courts.  

 Timber & mesh 
transported to site 
(across Newbridge 
Road) by dumper to 
level platform & moved 
down slope & cut to 
size/positioned by 
hand. 

 Concrete to be 
delivered to site ready 
mixed by cement mixer 
& poured into 
formwork using 
extendable hose. 

 Banksmen used to 
direct traffic & 
pedestrians while 
cement being 
dispensed. 

Approx. 
April/May 2014. 
TBC 

E5d Handrail - Supply and install custom 
made, fully welded, 
galvanised steel handrail. 

 Materials to be 
delivered to St Anne’s 
Park & stored in 
compound on old 
tennis courts. 

 Materials transported 
to site (across 
Newbridge Road) by 
mini dumper truck to 
level platform & moved 

Approx. 
April/May 2014. 
TBC 



 
 

down slope by hand 
into position. 

E5e Make good and re-grade soil - to 
either side of steps, as 
far as possible covering sides of step 
construction, with 
smooth, gentle contours. 

 All re-grading to be 
done by hand 
removing any rubbish 
off site to licenced tip. 

Approx. 
April/May 2014. 
TBC 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 2 

Protected Species Legislation 

Badgers 

Badgers and their setts are protected by the 1992 Protection of Badgers Act against damage or 

destruction of a sett or disturbance, death or injury to the badgers. The Act defines a sett as “any 

structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a badger”. Natural England 

(www.naturalengland.org.uk) takes this to mean seasonally used setts and consequently any sett 

which has been occupied during the previous twelve months. Disturbance could include any digging 

activity within 30 metres of the sett.  Licences are issued by Natural England to allow for the 

disturbance of badgers, and even the destruction of their setts in certain circumstances, in relation 

to development. Note that the applicant must be in possession of a certificate for full planning 

permission before a licence application will be considered. Licences are also required for the felling 

of trees close to a badger sett. Licences are only available between 1 July and 30 November. After 

that date, the so-called closed season begins, when badgers are breeding, and no disturbance is 

allowed except in genuine emergencies such as badgers digging under roads or railways.  

Bats 

All UK bat species and their roost sites are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as 

amended and are included in Schedule 2 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 

2010 (the Habitats Regulations).  Under UK law a bat roost is “any structure or place which any wild 

*bat+...uses for shelter or protection”. As bats tend to reuse the same roosts, legal opinion is that the 

roost is protected whether or not the bats are present at the time. 

Birds 

All British birds, their nests and eggs are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 

1981 as amended. This makes it an offence to: 

 intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird 

 intentionally damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built 

 intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird 

 possess or control any live or dead wild bird or any part of, or anything derived from a wild bird, 

or an egg or any part of the same. 

Offences against Schedule 1 species carry special penalties if convicted. Schedule 1 is, however, 

divided into two parts – birds included within part I are specially protected at all times; and those 

species listed in part II are protected by the same penalties but only within the close season (1 

February – 31 August). 

Reptiles 

All six native reptile species receive protection under Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981. The four more common species (common lizard Lacerta vivipara, slow-worm Anguis fragilis, 

adder Vipera berus and grass snake Natrix natrix) receive protection in respect of part of Section 9(1) 



 
 

and all of Section 9(5). This makes it an offence to intentionally kill or injure a reptile unless it was 

the incidental result of an otherwise lawful operation and could not reasonably have been avoided. 

This clause permits the development of land with planning permission what would otherwise have 

been prevented because of the presence of protected reptiles. If a protected species is known to be 

present before the start of development, or is found after development starts, to continue without 

taking their presence into account would be considered reckless under the Countryside and Rights of 

Way Act (CROW) 2000. In this case, a reasonable effort has to be made to avoid affecting the reptiles 

or to catch them and provide an alternative place to inhabit. 

Great Crested Newts 

The great crested newt is listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside 1981 Act (amended by 

the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000), and is therefore subject to the provisions of Section 9, 

which make it an offence to: 

 intentionally kill, injure or take a great crested newt 

 intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place used for 

shelter or protection by a great crested newt 

 intentionally or recklessly disturb a great crested newt while it is occupying a structure or place 

which it uses for that purpose. 

Great crested newts are also included in Annex II and Annex IV of EC Directive 92/43/EEC on the 

Conservation of Natural Habitats and of the Wild Fauna and Flora (the Habitats Directive 1992), 

implemented in Britain by the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 and 

Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 2010. Strict protection is outlined in Article 12, 

achieved through inclusion on Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Regulation 41 makes it an offence to: 

 deliberately capture or kill a great crested newt 

 deliberately disturb a great crested newt 

 deliberately take or destroy the eggs of a great crested newt 

 damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a great crested newt. 

The legislation applies to all life stages of great crested newts. Furthermore this species is a Priority 

Species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). 

It is possible to apply for a licence from Natural England (www.naturalengland.org.uk), to permit 

otherwise unlawful activities, these can only be granted for certain purposes. A licence may be 

granted for surveys (which involve disturbance), of potential development sites. In order to obtain a 

licence to allow the capture of newts, destruction of breeding sites, etc, in advance of any otherwise 

legitimate development which further impacts on the status of great crested newts, it has to be 

clearly demonstrated that the damage will be adequately compensated for. Current Natural England 

advice is that there should be no net loss in local great crested newt status (including factors such as 

population size, viability and connectivity). If it is unavoidable that development will affect these 

factors, the mitigation should aim to maintain a population of equivalent status on or near the 

original site, and should address links to adjacent (indirectly affected) populations where present   
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Records for legally protected or notable species within 100m of development works 

Scientific Name Common Name Grid Reference Location Date of Record Status 

Impatiens glandulifera Himalayan Balsam ST622724 
Brislington Brook, St 
Annes Park 2 - 18 August 2009 

Proposed BRERC Notable 
2006 invasive species 

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed ST6220872329 St Annes Woods, Bristol 30/06/2006 
Proposed BRERC Notable 
2006 invasive species 

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed ST6221072347 St Annes Woods, Bristol 30/06/2006 
Proposed BRERC Notable 
2006 invasive species 

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed ST6223472367 St Annes Woods, Bristol 30/06/2006 
Proposed BRERC Notable 
2006 invasive species 

Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed ST6224272331 St Annes Woods, Bristol 30/06/2006 
Proposed BRERC Notable 
2006 invasive species 

 

 

Records for Bats and Great crested newts within 500m of development works 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Grid 
Reference Location Date of Record Status 

Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano Pipistrelle (55kHz) ST624719 Searle Court Ave, Bristol 07/11/2003 Proposed BRERC Notable 2004 as protected 

Chiroptera sp. a bat (unidentified) ST625724 Chelsford Walk, St Annes, Bristol May 2001 Proposed BRERC Notable 2004 as protected 

Triturus cristatus Great Crested Newt ST625724 Chelsford Walk, St Annes, Bristol 2000 Local / Declining (Avon is a stronghold of this species) 

Triturus cristatus Great Crested Newt ST625724 Chelsford Walk, St Annes, Bristol May 2001 Local / Declining (Avon is a stronghold of this species) 

Lutra lutra Otter ST62157272 Brislington Brook, Avon Valley 

Business Park, Chapel Way 

2 - 18 August 

2009 

Rare - was locally extinct / recolonising from the south 

 



 
 

 


