
Friends Of Brislington Brook              AGM: 03 Sep 2014

Minutes of the 2014 A.G.M. of Friends of Brislington Brook. 
Tesco community meeting room, Callington Road, Wednesday 4th Sept. 2014.

Attendees: Tony Carey (Chair), Simon Cawley (Minutes), Claire Dowling, Andy Walker, 
Julian Thomas, Mary Churchill, Barry Gray, Andy Coogan.

Apologies: Lauren Tew, Cassie Hopton, Marie Hodge, Claire Blackwood.

Minutes:

1) Introduction from the Chairman.

2) Brief review of previous 12 months.
- TC reflected on the good work and leadership by Rowan Matthiessen, under the 
banner of the Discover Brislington Brook project, and the need for the group to carry on
this work to protect our area, but within our own means.

3) Update of accounts from Treasurer:
- Unable to obtain information as MW not present at AGM.

4) Voting on committee positions: election of chairman, secretary and treasurer:

a) Chair: Tony Carey.
- Tony put himself forward for re-election. No other candidates.
- Attendees voted Tony to serve a second term unanimously.

b) Secretary: Simon Cawley.
- Simon put himself forward for re-election. No other candidates.
- Attendees voted Tony to serve a second term unanimously.

c) Treasurer: Claire Dowling.
- Mark Wollacott not present, but confirmed by email not seeking re-election to the 
post. Accepted, with regret, by attendees.
- Claire Dowling put herself forward for election.
- Attendees voted Claire to post of Treasurer unanimously.
- TC to arrange CD added as signatory to bank account.

5) Further non-elected roles & responsibilities:

i) Researcher in chief: Marie Hodge.
- Marie not present. Confirmed wish to remain in position by email.

ii) Head of PR & Marketing: Claire Blackwood.
- Claire not present. Confirmed wish to remain in position by text.

iii) Events Co-ordinator: position vacant.
- General discussion: 
- Ideally we would like to have someone to take on the role to arrange wildlife events / 
walks / activities. If we do then the number would probably be scaled back. There is 
always the opportunity for individuals (with an H&S and Tool Training certificate) to 
arrange an event (e.g. AC keen to arrange 'Owl Prowl').
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- In meantime we have the St. Anne's Day Pageant to focus on as an event.

iv) Working Party Co-ordinator: Julian Thomas.
- Jules asked for list of responsibilities of role before confirming taking on the role. Has 
to check standing with BCC job and whether he needs to attend H&S and Tool Training.
- General discussion that others from group can arrange Working Parties, provided they 
have the certificate, as well as a main Co-ordinator. The idea to ensure a pool of people 
able to take both Work Parties and Events.

v) Volunteer Day Co-ordinator: Julian Thomas.
- see iv) above.
- This role involves arranging volunteer days with businesses.

vi) Head of Tools & Equipment (storage & inventory): Tony Carey.
- TC secured storage at Eastwinds for £100 p.a.
- Needs to liaise with Work Party Co-ordinator.

vii) Otter Survey Co-ordinator: Cassie Hopton.
- Cassie not present. Confirmed wish to remain in position by text.

Viii) Water Quality Survey Co-ordinator: position vacant
- Would be good as a role, (although not a necessity) to have regular reports. Could be 
carried out at the same time as other roles, such as the Otter Survey.
- JT Paula Spiers might be able to help.
- BG not volunteering for a role, but interested in water quality, and happy to be the 
link to report problems to EA / Wessex Water.

ix) St. Anne's Day Pageant & Festival Co-ordinator: Claire Blackwood.
- see ii) above.
- JT mentioned funding for next year. Will need to scale back. It appears some things 
this year were out of individuals pockets, rather than funding (generator & costumes). 
AC & CD to look into off-line.

x) Facebook Admin: Claire Blackwood / Marie Hodge / Mary Churchill / Mark 
Wollacott / Simon Cawley / Rowan Matthiesson

xi) Website Admin: Claire Dowling / Simon Cawley.
- Discussion that it might be an idea to create a new website for 'Friends of Brislington 
Brook' to avoid confusion. Idea will need to be explored.

6) Review of the Constitution:
- SC listed 7 possible amendments to the Constitution. Debated at length at length and 
4 were passed and 3 deemed not necessary SC to update the document and share to 
agree wording correct before publishing.

7) A look forwards to the next 12 months:
- TC spoke of the hopes to continue the group, without trying to take on too much. 
Mentioned forthcoming High Water Line Project and need to chase companies agreeing 
to have volunteer days with us.
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A.O.B.

- CD mentioned meeting today with Ariaf Hussain. TC expanded to explain about 
funding opportunities Ariaf talked about.

- TC Talked about Brislington Meadows: ideas for future use, and writing to George 
Ferguson asking him to remove it from the 'site allocations'. TC will draft a letter all can
use as a template. Also it would be a good idea for us to join 'Bristol Planning Network', 
'Bristol Tree Forum', and attend the 'Bristol Parks Forum' meetings.

- JT reminded that we need to be careful not to expand too far and that Brislington 
Brook is our main area.

- AW Spoke about the excellent 'Resource Pack' that Rowan had created and whether 
we should do more to promote it to schools.

- MC We should promote the Brass Rubbing trail through Nightingale Valley.

- SC Mentioned the release of the Himalayan Balsam 'rust fungus' and if anyone wants 
a PDF copy of the information booklet it can be passed on.

The chair closed the meeting at 9.45pm. 
- Attendees decided to change the next monthly meeting Wednesday 8th October, back 
at the Langton Court.  
- The Nov meeting probably at Tesco to use facilities for BART presentation.


